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A Note from our
Co-Chairs
Each spring, the University of Florida Levin College of Law hosts the Public Interest
Environmental Conference, a three-day conference devoted to discussing current issues affecting
the natural environment. Now in its 25th year, the Conference has a national reputation for
excellence and brings together a broad array of students, policymakers, lawyers, scientists, and
activists.
The theme for PIEC25 is “Our Future: Embracing the Anthropocene,” and will address the
challenges, concerns, and future of law, policy, and science in the coming decades. PIEC25, taking
place February 7th-9th, 2019, will feature opening and closing plenaries, roundtable discussions,
panels, an opening reception, and a banquet with remarks from keynote speakers. The opening
reception will be held at the Samuel P. Harn Museum of Art on February 7th, 2019. The remainder
of the conference will be held at the University of Florida Levin College of Law on February 8th and
9th, 2019.
Because this is a student-run Conference, our dual goals of conservation and education can
only be met through the support and generosity of our sponsors. Your gift allows us to bring in
nationally and internationally recognized speakers, continually improve the quality of the
Conference, and keep registration fees affordable. Sponsorship information can be found on the
following pages. Sponsoring the Conference provides an opportunity for you to demonstrate a
commitment to the future of environmental public interest work.
Your gift or sponsorship will help continue the educational legacy of the Public Interest
Environmental Conference. Please make checks payable to the “Law Center Association”. We are
grateful for your support!
Sincerely,

Megan Lancaster & Adam Bentley
PIEC25 Co-Chairs
J.D. Candidates, May 2020
University of Florida Levin College of Law
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25 years of PIEC
This Conference would not be what it is without the distinguished panelists and
speakers that have taken part in it. Just this last February, Maxine Burkett, who is
a Professor of Law at the William S. Richardson School of Law and a Global
Fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, initiated the 2018
Conference as the Opening Reception Keynote Speaker. Professor Burkett
provided a harrowing account of the needs of contemporary Climate Change
Refugees that Conference attendees will not soon forget.

In 2016, the University of Florida's own Karl Havens, who is a Professor
of Fisheries and Aquatic Sciences, took part in the panel "Is Florida
Next? Drilling for Oil off Florida’s Coast". As the Acting Director of the
Florida Sea Grant, Professor Havens' insights created an exciting panel
that addressed the possibilities and ramifications of offshore drilling in
the Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico off Florida's coast.

In 2014, the Conference had the distinct privilege of bringing on Dr. Dickson
Despommier as its Banquet Keynote Speaker. Dr. Despommier, who is a Professor
of Public Health in Environmental Sciences at Colombia University, became a
household name after the launch of his Vertical Farm Project. The Vertical Farm
Project addresses issues related to urban agriculture, environmental disturbance,
and the restoration of damaged ecosystems. Vertical farming projects have taken
off in various international cities and private farming companies. Vertical farming
presents a refreshingly optimistic solution to one of society’s most daunting
challenges.

In 2006, the Conference was honored to host Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., as its
Opening Reception Keynote Speaker. At the time of the 2006 Conference,
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. was Senior Attorney for the Natural Resource Defense
Council and President of the Board of Waterkeeper Alliance. His speech
focused on intergenerational equity and conserving our resources for future
generations.
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Our Future: Embracing the Anthropocene
Since its inception in 1994, this Conference has explored important environmental legal and policy developments in
Florida and other parts of the country. In achieving that end, the Conference has been a platform that has provided an
opportunity for meaningful interdisciplinary discourse among legal scholars, scientific experts, environmental attorneys, and
students. To celebrate our 25th anniversary, our goal for PIEC25 is to foster creative thinking, innovative policy strategies, and
meaningful cooperation to address the spectrum of environmental issues that will affect future generations to come.

We are proud to announce that PIEC25’s Opening Reception Keynote Speaker will be
Professor Andrew Light from George Mason University. Professor Light has two
interrelated careers. As a professor, he teaches courses on Philosophy, Public Policy,
and Atmospheric Sciences. Additionally, Professor Light has made a career out of being
a policy expert and advocate. From 2013-2016, Professor Light served as Senior Adviser
and India Counselor to the U.S. Special Envoy on Climate Change and as a Staff
Climate Adviser in the U.S. Department of State’s Office of Policy Planning. Professor
Light is currently a Distinguished Senior Fellow in the World Resources Institute's
Climate Program, where he works on a variety of topics in both U.S. and global climate
and renewable energy strategy.
We are equally honored to welcome Maya K. van Rossum, Esq. as this year’s
Banquet Keynote Speaker. Van Rossum has served as the Delaware Riverkeeper
and leader of the Delaware Riverkeeper Network since 1994. Van Rossum is also the
founder of the national Green Amendment movement. After the movement began to
gather momentum, and following an important legal victory that established the
Pennsylvanian people’s constitutional right to a clean and healthy environment, van
Rossum authored and published The Green Amendment. In her book, van Rossum
advocates altering the legal system through activist movements aimed at amending
federal and state constitutions. Her message of inspiring a new agenda for
environmental advocacy is timely considering the contemporary global need for urgent
restructuring of climate change governance schemes.
The PIEC25 Opening Reception will be hosted at the University of Florida’s Samuel P. Harn Museum of Art. The Harn
Museum of Art collaborates with university and community partners to inspire, educate and enrich people’s lives through art. As
part of the museum’s evolving exhibit programming, the museum is hosting The World to Come: Art in the Age of the
Anthropocene. The exhibit features the works of art of 45 contemporary international artists and chronicles our contemporary
reality of rapid, radical and irrevocable ecological change. The World to Come: Art in the Age of the Anthropocene attempts to
respond to imminent extinctions, rising water, surging populations, and accelerated climate change by re-envisioning how we
think about the world to come. Despite the challenges of the current geological epoch, the exhibit explores humanity’s resilience
and place within the non-human natural world.
In keeping with tradition, PIEC25 offers a variety of activities throughout the Conference: the Opening Reception and
Keynote Speaker, diverse Conference panels, the Friday night Conference Banquet Dinner, and complimentary continental
breakfasts on both mornings during the Conference weekend. For lawyers attending PIEC25, Continuing Legal Education credit
will be available. For Conference registration, tickets to the Conference Banquet Dinner, and additional information, visit the
25th Annual Public Interest Environmental Conference website at www.ufpiec.org.
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2018 PIEC Sponsors
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2019 Sponsorship Options
$1000+

$500

$300

Platinum

Gold

Silver

Includes Sponsor’s
name displayed as a
Platinum Sponsor on
this year’s program
and on the website
and 2 conference
passes. Additionally,
Sponsor’s name will
be listed by the event
or panel they choose
to sponsor and
recognized during the
Opening Reception
and at the Banquet.

Includes Sponsor’s
name displayed as a
Gold Sponsor on this
year’s program and on
the website and 1
conference pass.
Additionally, Sponsor’s
name will be listed by
the panel they choose
to sponsor.

Includes Sponsor’s
name displayed as a
Silver Sponsor on
the website.

Gifts
This is a special
category to recognize
donations in the form
of gifts to the PIEC.
Gifts received will be
featured on the
website.
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$200
Bronze

Includes Sponsor's
name displayed as a
Bronze Sponsor on
the website.

$100
Green

A special donation
category for former
PIEC Co-Chairs. The
names of all donors
in this category will
appear on the
website.

2019 Sponsorship Options
$1000+

$500

Platinum

$300

Gold

Silver

$200

$100

Bronze

Gifts

Green

In order to become a Sponsor for PIEC25, please e-mail Vanessa Fernandez at
fernandez986@ufl.edu with "PIEC25 Sponsorship" in the subject line.
In the body of the e-mail please indicate which level of sponsorship you, or your organization,
would be interested in and please include your name and contact information, or that of a point
person, so that we may continue communication about PIEC25 Sponsorship.
Our Fundraising Chairs will respond to you with information on how to donate. For persons or
organizations interested in being a Platinum Sponsor of PIEC25, our Fundraising Chairs will respond
with information on which activities in the program are available for Platinum Sponsorship. For
persons or organizations interested in being a Gold Sponsor of PIEC25, our Fundraising Chairs will
respond with information on which panels in the program are available for Gold Sponsorship. For
those interested in sponsorship via donation of Gifts to PIEC25 or the special donation category for
Former PIEC Co-Chairs, please indicate as much in your e-mail to Vanessa Fernandez.
Thank you so much for your interest in PIEC25 and for your cooperation with our Executive
Board. With your support, we can expect the best conference yet. We look forward to working
with you and engaging you in how sponsorship of PIEC25 can benefit you or your organization.
Sincerely,

Vanessa Fernandez & Lito Perez
PIEC25 Fundraising Chairs
J.D. Candidates, May 2019
University of Florida Levin College of Law
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Adam Bentley
Co-Chair

Megan Lancaster
Co-Chair

Meet the
PIEC25
Executive
Board

Lito Perez
Fundraising Chair

Vanessa Fernandez
Fundraising Chair

Victoria Arthington
Finance Chair

Shannon Boylan
Finance Chair

Lauren Barr
Logistics Chair

Aaron Crews
Logistics Chair

Jessica LeFebvre
Registration Chair

Andrea Hartung
Registration Chair

Brandon Pownall
Publicity Chair

John Pappas
Publicity Chair
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